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no easier. Hampton possessed uncommon ability
and courage, but he was proud and sensitive, as
might have been expected in a South Carolina
gentleman, and he loathed Wilkinson with all his
heart. That he should yield the seniority to one
whom he considered a blackguard was to him in-
tolerable, and he accepted the command on Lake
Champlain with the understanding that he would
take no orders from Wilkinson until the two armies
were combined.

The expedition from Sackett's Harbor was ready
to advance by way of the St. Lawrence in Octo-
ber, 1813, and comprised seven thousand effective
troops. Even then the commanding general and
the Secretary of War had begun to regard the ad-
venture as dubious and were accusing each other
of dodging the responsibility. Said Wilkinson to
Armstrong: "It is necessary to my justification
that you should, by the authority of the President,
direct the operations of the army under my com-
mand particularly against Montreal." Said Arm-
strong to Wilkinson: "I speak conjecturally, but
should we surmount every obstacle in descending
the river we shall advance upon Montreal ignorant
of the force arrayed against us and in case of mis-
fortune having no retreat, the army must surrender